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I hope those of you who were able to attend our 63rd National Convention in Jekyll Island, GA had a wonderful time.  And, for those of you attending,
I’m sure you’ll join me in commending Brenda Salzman and the entire Jacksonville Chapter for their gracious hospitality.

The fun began with a pre-convention tour consisting of a Jekyll Island Historic District Trolley Tour, including a southern style buffet at the Jekyll Island
Club Hotel.  I heard several pleasing comments on the “Old Fashion Fair” at fun night, featuring costumes of the “Gilded Age” and various fair game
booths.  It seems like everyone had a good time and the crowd didn’t begin to disburse until after 10:00 p.m.  Congratulations, once again, to the
Jacksonville chapter members for a job well done!

I am truly amazed by the accomplishments of our voting delegates at the convention.  By now the chapter presidents have received my letter dated
June 2, 2007, advising that the Arizona Attorney General’s Office dismissed Janis Bennett’s and John Thomas’ complaint, finding that no violation of
the housing discrimination law occurred.  The Charging Party may apply for reconsideration of dismissal of the charge, and the application must be
made in writing, under oath, stating that it is accurate under penalty of perjury, must specifically state the grounds upon which it is based, and shall
be filed within twenty (20) days from the date of the Charging Party’s receipt of the Division’s decision.  As
soon as I hear anything from our attorney, please be assured I will pass that information on to the chapter
presidents.

On June 21st I plan to go to Green Valley to speak with a couple realtors and negotiate a contract for sale
of the residence.  I have also invited the ladies now living at the residence to lunch on the 22nd so we can
discuss the future plans of selling the residence and keep them informed as to proposed timelines and
discussing their needs.  I want to assure them that every consideration will be given to them, knowing that
the residence is their home.

Under New Business a motion was made by Pat Cohen, backed by the entire Emeritus Council, and
seconded that Article IV, Section 2, second paragraph be amended to read:  “To be eligible for the office
of President or a Vice President, a candidate shall have served as a Chapter President; and shall have
been on the National Board for at least one year.  All national officers and standing committee chairmen
shall have been members of a chapter at least one (1) year.  Only active members of the chapter shall
be eligible for nomination.”  (Striking the words – shall represent the railroad industry only.)  As you know,
a revision presented without prior notice requires a unanimous vote.  After much discussion, the vote was
taken and passed.   It appears we have several capable members who are willing to serve and you will be receiving the new revision information
after the National Board meets in July.

The National Board is preparing for the Summer Board meeting which will be held in Reno, NV on July 20-21, 2007.  Even though we have a full
agenda, we are looking forward to the members from our Sacramento Chapter joining us for lunch on Saturday.  This will give the National Board
an opportunity to meet with members who were not in a position to attend our national convention and will afford us the opportunity to discuss issue
that are important to everyone.

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your president and am excited about the diversity on the National Board with representation from nine (9) of our
chapters.  Together, we can find solutions to benefit our beloved organization.  I wish you all a very successful year and I thank you for your support!

Joyce Higgs
National Publication Chairman
2631 Daleton Blvd., N.E.
Roanoke, VA  24012

Listed below are the bylaw items that were amended and adopted at the 2007 National Convention in
Jekyll Island, Georgia.

ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP AND DUES – Page 9

   SECTION 5. (a) Annual dues for each chapter shall be eighty dollars ($80.00) payable on or before Septem-
ber 10 and ten dollars ($10.00) per capita, payable on or before September 10, December 10, and March 10.

ARTICLE IV.  NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS – Page 11

   To be eligible for the office of president, or a vice president, a candidate shall have served as a Chapter
President; and shall have been on the National Board for at least one year.  All national officers and standing
committee chairmen shall have been members of a chapter at least one (1) year.  Only active members of the
chapter shall be eligible for nomination.

ARTICLE VII.  STANDING COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES – Page 16

   No Chapter President shall be appointed as chairman of a national standing committee.

The By-law replacement pages should be distributed to the Members.

Submitted by: Theresa Harper
National Revisions Chairman (Past)
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LEGISLATION UPDATES

There are several bills working their way through Congress that are important for NARBW members to be aware of and
to contact our Representatives and Senators.  With the security measures in place since 9-11 sending a letter to Washing-
ton can mean a 6+ week delay before it reaches your Congressman’s office.  The best way to reach your elected official
is an e-mail (with the bill in the subject matter line) or by writing his local office in your community. The address to the local
office is in your telephone book.

An easy way to keep abreast of what bills are before congress concerning the railroads is to register at www.gorail.org.
Once registered, you can use the website to send a message to your congressman or senator.

There are 4 bills pending that would re-regulate the railroads.   These proposals have the potential to change the face of
railroading.  It is important that every member be aware of these bills and contact their legislators about these bills.

HR2125  & S953 – Railroad Competition and Service Improvement Act of 2007.
Sponsored by James Oberstar (D-MN) and Richard Baker (R-LA).  The bill would mandate challengeable rates (all
freight rates would be subject to “final offer” binding arbitration).  It would require railroads to enter into reciprocal switch-
ing agreements.   It requires the STB to enforce reasonable rates for rail customers.

HR1650  & S772– Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Acts of 2007
Sponsored by Baldwin (D-WI) and Kohl (D-WI).  This bill would remove the anti-trust exemption railroads have had since
the Staggers Act and make their rates subject to STB jurisdiction.

Talking points – RR’s have a right to set market rates to make a profit that will allow them to maintain and improve their
tracks, rights of way, locomotives and rail fleets as well as attract and retain qualified employees.   Without the ability to set
rates at a reasonable rate of return, the RR infrastructure could suffer from the same lack of maintenance and bankrupt-
cies that characterized the years before the Staggers Act.    In comparison to other modes of transportation, the RR is still
the most economical and least polluting form of transporting freight in America.  Rail traffic is up 85 %, productivity is up
168%, accident rate is down 64% and rates are down an average of 56% during the last 27 years per AAR calculations.

HR 2116 & S1125 – Freight Rail infrastructure Act
Sponsored by Mee (R-VA & Lott R-MS).  This bill would provide credits to encourage construction of additional rail
capacity.   This 25 % credit would be available to railroads and shippers and private citizens.   (Example A new truck – rail
intermodal facility would be eligible.)

Talking points  “the future of our freight transportation systems depends on seamless integration of rail, trucking and
waterways”.

I know there are several bills mentioned here.  It is vitall to the railroad industry to address the re-regulation bills especially
HR2125 which has 44 co-sponsors.   This bill is still in committee.   It will not help the economy and will harm the industry
that supports us.  I have included “talking points” to include when you contact your legislators.

If you would like to see the entire bills, my best reference is the “Thomas guide”.
WWW.thomas.loc.gov  You can enter the bill number and the entire test is available.

Remember the surest way to make sure your legislators hears your concerns is to contact the local office.   Thank you in
advance for helping our industry.

REMEMBERING THE GILDED AGE
63rd Annual Convention – May 17-19, 2007

National President, Barbara Barthle opened the 63rd Annual Convention on a beautiful Friday Morning in
Jekyll Island, a peaceful and relaxing place.  The Hosting Jacksonville Chapter President Mia Rogers
welcomed the delegates, members and guests to the convention.  District Directors Melanie Bennett and
Elaine Mosley presented their chapters Woman of the Year and announced the District Woman of the Year.

The 15 chapter Presidents in attendance were introduced at the Presidents’ Brunch.   1st National Vice
President, Jay Nelsen announced Geraldine Foster of the Indianapolis Charter Chapter as the National
Woman of the Year.  Cynthia Chandler, National Third Vice President announced that 7 chapters increased
their membership by 5% or more.  Donations to the scholarship fund were acknowledged and the Good
Samaritans were announced.

The first business meeting began with the announcement that a quorum of 71 had been established.  When
the meeting reconvened, it was announced that there were 76 delegates registered and eligible to vote
(District I 33, District II 26, National Board 12 and Emeritus Council 5).  There were 21 chapters out of
24 attending.

Significant Actions:
The revision to increase dues to $80.00 and per capita to $20.00 was amended with a “Divide the Ques-
tion.”  The revision to raise the Chapter Dues to $80.00 was approved and the revision to raise the Na-
tional Per Capita was defeated.

The budget for 2007-2008  was approved as presented.

A motion was made to “sell the residence ….provide reasonable accommodation for the remaining resi-
dents….”  The vote required a majority (2/3) to pass.  The rising vote was 68 to 8 in favor of the motion.
The residence is to be sold.

There was a video of Philadelphia “Rocking in the Cradle of Liberty,” where the 2008 Convention will be
held on May 21-25, 2008.

Past National President Doris Stemmer installed the new officers:  2nd Vice President Theresa Harper; 3rd
Vice President Ida Carmouche and National Secretary Cynthia Chandler, also District II Director Ginger
Stanbery and District II Secretary Treasurer Lou Ann McClendon.

A total of $1273 was collected for the National 50/50 fundraiser.
Winners were:
$500.00 – Anna Mae Wright
$136.50 – Pat Gersema

During the final banquet, the winners of the 9 scholarships were announced (look for in this issue).

You have a new Publication Chairman!!  Please send your chapter news to:

Joyce Higgs
2631 Daleton Blvd, N.E.
Roanoke, Va  24012

The quarterly deadlines, as reported in the Yearly Calendar (in this issue) are June 30,
September 30, December 31, and March 31
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Eleven chapters submitted 34 highly qualified applications for judging and selection of winners for the 2007-2008
NARBW Scholarships.  At the 63rd Annual Convention in Jekyll Island, GA, this year’s winners were announced for
the nine scholarships to be awarded.  At the close of the convention, NARBW scholarships had been awarded to 221
students in the amount of $206,070 in financial aid since the program began in 1978.  The Scholarship Program is an
extremely important asset to our Association.  Every NARBW member should be very proud of our contributions, both
monetarily and academically to our future professional leaders of tomorrow.  Congratulations to this year’s winners and
to their NARBW sponsors.
A special note of thanks to all the applicants, sponsors and Chapters for submitting applications in a timely manner and
with all the required documentation.

2007-2008 NARBW SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Rae Alyson Huebner
$1,870 Nancy Beard Memorial Scholarship
       Rae is an active member of the Philadelphia Chapter,
and has worked full time for Amtrak for over 33 years.
She has recently earned her Associates Degree in
Business, and is currently working towards a Bachelor’s
Degree through on-line classes with a major of
Information Systems and Visual Communications.  She has
a 4.0 GPA at the University of Phoenix.  Rae said she has
very strong beliefs as to the value of women in the
workforce, and believes women need to take an even more
proactive approach towards the
business aspect of running the railroad.
Without a college education, many
women are forced to stay in the
 background, and she is not going to
do that anymore.
    Rae expressed her utmost
appreciation to NARBW for being
awarded a scholarship that honors one of NARBW’s
finest members and is very humbled at being so honored.

Erin Gill
$1,500  Georgia Turpin Memorial Scholarship
      Erin was sponsored by her grandmother, Eloise Perdue,
of the Roanoke Chapter.  As a freshman at Shenandoah
University, located in Winchester, VA, Erin will be majoring
in Pharmacy on a 3 plus 4 year course of study, which will
allow her to graduate in 7 years or in 2014.  She currently
has a 3.924 GPA in her high school.  She works part-time,
has been a competitive dancer for 10 years, has been very
active in school activities and clubs, and
continuously been on the school honor
roll from the 6th grade through her
senior year.
    Erin extended her sincere gratitude
for her honor of receiving this special
scholarship.

Monica Slack
$1,000 Maizie Hester Memorial  Scholarship
    Monica was a Girl Scout since kindergarten, a
hospital Candy-Striper during her four years of high school,
and continues to volunteer for community service when
time allows.  She plans to become a Nurse Practitioner in
Pediatric Oncology.  Monica has a 3.93 GPA at Xavier
University in Cincinnati, and is funding her education
with scholarships and loans. Monica
was sponsored by her grandmother,
Betty Dusing of the Cincinnati
Chapter.  This is Monica’s third
NARBW scholarship.
   Monica said she was very
appreciative of receiving an NARBW
scholarship, and that it truly helped
both she and her family in financing her education.

Nicole Baker
$1,000 Frances Hanebrink Memorial Scholarship
       Nicole has a double major in biology and psychology
with an emphasis in ergonomics at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.  Nicole’s career goal is to work for
a major company or the government to help engineer a
better life for every person.  Nicole lost her mother last
October, and strives to fulfill an unspoken promise made
to her mother that she would graduate from college and
be the first woman in her direct family descent to do so.
With her mother’s passing, Nicole is to-
tally on her own for her school and liv-
ing expenses, plus health, dental and eye
insurance. This is her second NARBW
scholarship.  She was sponsored by her
aunts, Janet Poehling and Betty Willmer,
of the Omaha Chapter.
      Nicole expressed her appreciation
to the NARBW organization.
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- 64th National Convention -
“Rocking in the Cradle of Liberty”

Philadelphia, PA   May 21-25, 2008

Mark your calendars now for the 64th annual convention, to be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Pre-Convention Tour,
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, land and sea tour with grande buffet lunch on ship, double decker bus tour of the historic
sights.  Fun night will be 1950’s Sock Hop.  Wear your poodle skirts and bobby socks.  Free night – Bus or Train to
Atlantic City.  Banquet after dinner entertainment – Eleanor Roosevelt.  Post-Convention Tour – The Big Apple -
New York City, lunch, Broadway show, shopping.  WOW!!!!

It promises to be another wonderful time in an exciting location.   Convention Chairman, Krista Pohl, will be sending
out more information soon.

REMEMBER OUR MEMBERS
- Obituaries -

Janice Harper of the Chicago Chapter passed away March 21, 2007.  She worked for Conrail
and was a past president of the Chicago Chapter.
Elisabeth (Liz) Sellens passed away May 3, 2007 at the age of 92.  She was a long time member
of the former Kansas City Chapter and held many offices.
Margaret Schneider,Charter Member of the Omaha Chapter, passed away on April 7.  She was
past President and stayed active and supported fundraisers.  She will be missed.
Kathleen Burke-Koch of the Pittsburgh Chapter passed away peacefully June 19, 2007.  She
attended most conventions and District I conferences.  She was a faithful member of the NARBW
and will be remembered as the Whistler.
Romelia (Romie) nee Serna Pratt, charter member of the Sacramento Chapter, passed away.
She was retired from both the Railroad and Sacramento Police Department.

Join in the fun of Fall Conferences...
District I Conference    September 21 – 22, 2007
Hosted by the Chicago Chapter @ Marriott Chicago Oak Brook Hotel.  (630) 573-8555.  Room rate is $109 for a
single or double

A beautiful hotel located across the street from Oak Brook Mall.  The mall is loaded with beautiful stores and
restaurants.  It is also centrally located between O’Hare and Midway airports.  The hotel uses American Taxi which
affords a flat fee for patrons going to the Marriott Oak Brook.

There will be a buffet breakfast and a fun evening with a nice dinner and wonderful entertainment.  A tour of the
city of Chicago is in the plans for Saturday afternoon.

Please plan on attending the Conference in Chicago “The Windy City” also known as the Railroad Hub
of America.

District II Conference   October 19-20, 2007
Hosted by the Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter @ Hilton Fort Worth, 815 Main Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102, Telephone
(817) 870-2100 or (800) HILTONS.  Room Rate $119.00 + 15% tax single or double – identify yourself as National
Association of Railway Business Women for the discounted room reservations.

Transportation from DFW airport, suggest Yellow Checker at $20.00 per person or Super Shuttle –
rate $17.00 per person from DFW and $36.00 per person from Love Field in Dallas.

Please plan to attend the District II Conference in Fort Worth.
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2007-2008 NARBW SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Michelle Cihon
$1,000 Scholarship Award
    Michelle is a third time winner, and a junior at the
 University of Wisconsin-Twin Cities majoring in Family
Social Science with an emphasis in pre-pharmacy. Her
longer career goal of becoming a Doctor of Pharmacy is
based on her love of science, skills working with people,
and the market for pharmacists in the
future.  Michelle continues to work
part-time, and carries a 3.6 GPA.
Michelle was sponsored by her
mother, Lisa Cihon, of the Twin
Cities Chapter.
        Michelle thanked the ladies of
NARBW for the scholarship, and said
that it would definitely be put to good use.

Christina Durrough
$1,000 Scholarship Award
       Christina is pursuing a Business degree, and currently
is in her sophomore year at Ohio State University carrying
a 3.9 GPA.  She is also a Pre-Physical Therapy student,
and hopes to combine the two areas of interest as she
would eventually like to start her own physical therapy
practice.  With a background in business, Christina said
she would know the necessary steps toward starting a
successful business.  Christina was sponsored by her
 great aunt, Ruth Coleman, of the
Cincinnati Chapter.
       Christina wrote, “Your generosity
will help me tremendously in further
my education.  Thanks again for
honoring me with this scholarship, and
giving me the opportunity to do
great things in the future.”

Mallory Hansen
$1,000 Scholarship Award
       Mallory is a senior at St. Francis High School with a
3.7 GPA.  She plans to attend the University of
Minnesota, and that school’s highly rated Dentistry
Program, to obtain a Bachelor Degree as a Dental
Hygienist.  Mallory chose this career path as she has a
great interest in working with a wide variety of patients,
including children.  She believes it is very important to
educate adults and children at a young age in good oral
health.  Mallory has played year round soccer for a
number of years and is in the varsity soccer program as
well as the varsity track program at her high school.  Susan
Hansen of the Twin Cities Chapter
sponsored her granddaughter.
       Mallory extended her apprecia-
tion to NARBW for her selection as
one of the honored recipients.  She
said she was very proud of the
accomplishments that she has
achieved, and it is wonderful that
NARBW has honored her with this scholarship.

Robin Durrough
$1,000 Scholarship Award
        Robin is currently a senior at William Henry Harrison
High School and carries a 3.85 GPA.  She plans to attend
Ohio State University and major in Psychology/Sociology.
Robin works part-time to pay for her expenses and to
save towards her tuition.  She active in several extra
curricular activities including French Club, Key Club, Drama
Club, Thespian Society, and plays in high school’s
Marching Band as well and the Symphonic and Jazz bands.
She has received several awards for both art and music.
Robin was sponsored by her great
aunt, Ruth Coleman of the Cincinnati
Chapter.
      Robin expressed her appreciation
for being selected as a NARBW
scholarship winner, and said this
scholarship would be very helpful to
her in funding her college experience.

Jessica Oviatt
$1,000 Scholarship Award
        Jessica is attending the Renton Technical College, and
is working towards being a Certified Dental Assistant.
Jessica is currently carrying a 4.0
GPA.  She volunteers whenever she
can for programs through her school,
i.e. Auburn Head Start program to get
kids more involved in taking care of
their oral health, and the Smile Day for
those families who cannot afford den

tal care.  Jessica was sponsored by her step-grandmother,
Janet Oviatt, of the Indianapolis Circle City Chapter.
       Jessica is very excited about finishing school and
having a career that she loves and has a passion for.

Louisville:  Mary Jane Metzmeier won the treat filled Easter Basket as a fundraiser.  Their meeting was held in Eliza-
beth Rauchmiller’s home.  The cost of the luncheon is donated to the Welfare Fund.

Omaha:  Congratulations to Mary Ann Leaton on becoming Branch Manager and Loan Officer of the Village Point
Branch of the UP Connection Credit Union.  At their April meeting, the members discussed their best and worst boss
and everyone had a great time.  Congratulations to Jay Nelsen, who completed the Operation Lifesaver Training.

Philadelphia:  Members are actively working on the 2008 Convention.  In preparation for this, they have held success-
ful fundraisers, bus trips to New York, tea with Eleanor Roosevelt (how is that possible!!!), etc.  One of their welfare
projects consists of cooking meals at MANNA to help nourish people at acute nutritional risk due to a life-threatening
illness.  Get well wishes to Janice Goodworth recovering from knee surgery.  Marianne MacLure went to South Dakota
to visit her sister who is providing medical services on an Indian Reservation and Joan and Walt Waite went to Cancun.

Pittsburgh:  They have the saddest most shocking news.  Kathleen Burke-Koch passed away peacefully the latter part
of June.  As best they can without Kathy, they are gearing up for the new year.  Get well wishes to Betty Jean List, who
fell and was required to spend some time in “rehab” but is back home.

Roanoke:  Get well wishes to Jane Chapin, Catherine Butler, Barbara Craft, Eloise Perdue, Bertha Schoolcraft and
Marla Sharp and Ruby Wisemiller, who fell at the June Meeting and broke her pelvic bones and is recovering at the
Raleigh Court Nursing Home.  Welfare project for June was walking in the National Cancer Society “Relay for Life.”
The project was very successful.  A Home Interior Party was held as a ways and means project with the chapter
receiving 30% of sales.

Richmond:  The members are planning a trip to the newly renovated Capitol Building in Richmond.  Get well wishes to
Shirley Lawson who broke her hip and will have a big celebration on July 4, she gets out of rehab!  Get well wishes also
to Frances Goode and Harriet Mattox.

Sacramento:  Celebrated spring with April showers and snow on the hill.  Get well wishes to Jean Cannon and Bessie
Lee and Phyllis Donegan.

Saginaw:  We offer sympathy to Ethel (Babe) Woldt whose husband passed away. The Chapter members are going to
the festival of Rail Fans. It is a 2-day event. The affair includes Operation Lifesaver, other railroad groups will discuss
what each group is all about. New members possibly!!

St. Louis:  Held a memorial service for their 3 past Presidents at the April meeting and will install officers at their June
meeting.

Topeka:  Get well wishes to Sue VonFeldt and Kay Rigdon.  Congratulations to Sharon French who retired from the
BNSF.  They are working on ways and means projects selling pizza, etc.  The chapter sent a donation to the Salvation
Army designated for the Greensburg, KS, tornado victims and the Diabetes Association.

Tucson:  Chapter is active in volunteering at the Green Valley Food Bank, Senior and Community Center, White
Elephant Resale Shop, Habitat for Humanity Santa Cruse chapter.  Please remember them in your prayers as they are
having a hard time taking care of themselves.

Twin Cities:  Chapter had a silent auction fund raiser.  Get well wishes to Joanne Brelje, Ramona O’Connell and
Madeline L’Herault.  Welfare projects include Ronald McDonald House and Union Gospel Mission, etc.  We offer
sympathy to Past National President Jane Sebeczek whose husband, Lou, passed away on July 1.

Twin Ports:  Congratulations on your 31st anniversary. Chapter is collecting items for CASDA, and Duluth Women’s
Coalition. Get well wishes to Aine Merrill who fell and broke the femur in her knee. She is continuing to receive therapy.
Get well wishes to Dorothy Johnson who broke her hip.
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63rd Annual Convention - Remembering the Gilded Age
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CHAPTER BULLETINS...
Albany:  Get well wishes to Kathy Judge recovering from broken wrist.  Congratulations to Barbara Smith on the birth
of her grandson.  Shirley Hewitt is now residing in the Van Rensselaer Mannor Nursing Home.  The Chapter is focusing
on providing donations to the Military to help out the troops (Military Moms in Action).

Altoona:  The Chapter is making plans for the new year.

Atlanta:  Get well wishes to Jessie Powell, Norma Christopher and Kathy Shell. Chapter is actively seeking new
members and working on fund raisers.  Get well wishes to Dot Chumley, who fell and broke her hip.  She is in Canton
Nursing Home.  She would appreciate hearing from you.

Baltimore:  Welcome new members, Melissa Evans and Pat (Dwyer) Mortimer and to Thelma Conrey and Margaret
Scarff, who are rejoining the chapter.  Get well wishes to Helen Nelsen and Ellen Etchison.  Several ladies attended the
Railroad Reunion and Cleo Evans got several names of ladies interested in joining Baltimore Chapter.  Good luck
Baltimore!  Annlynn Ayers and Lisa Matsinger visited Nancy McDowell in Washington.

Chicago:  Chapter is busy finalizing plans for the District I Fall Conference September 21-22.  Get well wishes to Lois
Chubb.

Cincinnati:  Get well wishes to Betty Pugh and her husband and Betty Coleman.  Jeanne Keegan and Helen Hebel
drove to Indianapolis to help Indianapolis Charter Chapter celebrate their 60th anniversary.  It was good to hear from
Carmen Taliaferro, Elizabeth Parisen (Akron) and Anna Mae Messerschmidt.

Ft. Worth: Welcome new members:  Vicki Dent, Marka Hughes, Michelle Monear, Shannon McGovern, LaDon
Mellor, Joy Mendez, Samatha Rogers, Jodi Rush, Yvonne Roberts, and Tambra Vaughn.  Get well wishes to Carol
Weekley and Pam Steele and best wishes to Judy Chamberlain.

Houston:  Members continue their Welfare Projects collecting cell phones and chargers for Homeless and Battered
Women with Children and eye glasses for the Star of Hope Mission.  They hosted a bus trip to Coushatta Casino as a
ways and means project.

Indianapolis Charter:  Congratulations to Geraldine Foster, who won the National Woman of the Year.  Congratula-
tions on your 60th Anniversary in the NARBW.  Congratulations to Joanne Smith and Barbara Hartwell on their retire-
ments and to Joanne Smith and granddaughter who participated in the Walk for the Homeless.  Welcome new member
Diane Thomas.

Indianapolis Circle City:  Congratulations to Courtney Burks who has been nominated “Nurse of the Year” in a
program sponsored by The Indianapolis Star.  Congratulations to Jerry and Kathy Burks who are celebrating their 35th
Wedding Anniversary.

Jacksonville:  Members of the Chapter have a great idea for soliciting membership.  Invite a guest and if she joins, the
member will receive a $25.00 gift certificate.  What an incentive to get new members.  One fundraiser is the Pace
Luncheon/Fundraiser and to collect Prom Dresses for the Pace Clothes Closet.  Congratulations to Sandy Hall on her
retirement and becoming a grandmother.  Get well wishes to Lisa McKenna and Marie Johnson.
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2007-2008 NARBW SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Michelle Cihon
$1,000 Scholarship Award
    Michelle is a third time winner, and a junior at the
 University of Wisconsin-Twin Cities majoring in Family
Social Science with an emphasis in pre-pharmacy. Her
longer career goal of becoming a Doctor of Pharmacy is
based on her love of science, skills working with people,
and the market for pharmacists in the
future.  Michelle continues to work
part-time, and carries a 3.6 GPA.
Michelle was sponsored by her
mother, Lisa Cihon, of the Twin
Cities Chapter.
        Michelle thanked the ladies of
NARBW for the scholarship, and said
that it would definitely be put to good use.

Christina Durrough
$1,000 Scholarship Award
       Christina is pursuing a Business degree, and currently
is in her sophomore year at Ohio State University carrying
a 3.9 GPA.  She is also a Pre-Physical Therapy student,
and hopes to combine the two areas of interest as she
would eventually like to start her own physical therapy
practice.  With a background in business, Christina said
she would know the necessary steps toward starting a
successful business.  Christina was sponsored by her
 great aunt, Ruth Coleman, of the
Cincinnati Chapter.
       Christina wrote, “Your generosity
will help me tremendously in further
my education.  Thanks again for
honoring me with this scholarship, and
giving me the opportunity to do
great things in the future.”

Mallory Hansen
$1,000 Scholarship Award
       Mallory is a senior at St. Francis High School with a
3.7 GPA.  She plans to attend the University of
Minnesota, and that school’s highly rated Dentistry
Program, to obtain a Bachelor Degree as a Dental
Hygienist.  Mallory chose this career path as she has a
great interest in working with a wide variety of patients,
including children.  She believes it is very important to
educate adults and children at a young age in good oral
health.  Mallory has played year round soccer for a
number of years and is in the varsity soccer program as
well as the varsity track program at her high school.  Susan
Hansen of the Twin Cities Chapter
sponsored her granddaughter.
       Mallory extended her apprecia-
tion to NARBW for her selection as
one of the honored recipients.  She
said she was very proud of the
accomplishments that she has
achieved, and it is wonderful that
NARBW has honored her with this scholarship.

Robin Durrough
$1,000 Scholarship Award
        Robin is currently a senior at William Henry Harrison
High School and carries a 3.85 GPA.  She plans to attend
Ohio State University and major in Psychology/Sociology.
Robin works part-time to pay for her expenses and to
save towards her tuition.  She active in several extra
curricular activities including French Club, Key Club, Drama
Club, Thespian Society, and plays in high school’s
Marching Band as well and the Symphonic and Jazz bands.
She has received several awards for both art and music.
Robin was sponsored by her great
aunt, Ruth Coleman of the Cincinnati
Chapter.
      Robin expressed her appreciation
for being selected as a NARBW
scholarship winner, and said this
scholarship would be very helpful to
her in funding her college experience.

Jessica Oviatt
$1,000 Scholarship Award
        Jessica is attending the Renton Technical College, and
is working towards being a Certified Dental Assistant.
Jessica is currently carrying a 4.0
GPA.  She volunteers whenever she
can for programs through her school,
i.e. Auburn Head Start program to get
kids more involved in taking care of
their oral health, and the Smile Day for
those families who cannot afford den

tal care.  Jessica was sponsored by her step-grandmother,
Janet Oviatt, of the Indianapolis Circle City Chapter.
       Jessica is very excited about finishing school and
having a career that she loves and has a passion for.

Louisville:  Mary Jane Metzmeier won the treat filled Easter Basket as a fundraiser.  Their meeting was held in Eliza-
beth Rauchmiller’s home.  The cost of the luncheon is donated to the Welfare Fund.

Omaha:  Congratulations to Mary Ann Leaton on becoming Branch Manager and Loan Officer of the Village Point
Branch of the UP Connection Credit Union.  At their April meeting, the members discussed their best and worst boss
and everyone had a great time.  Congratulations to Jay Nelsen, who completed the Operation Lifesaver Training.

Philadelphia:  Members are actively working on the 2008 Convention.  In preparation for this, they have held success-
ful fundraisers, bus trips to New York, tea with Eleanor Roosevelt (how is that possible!!!), etc.  One of their welfare
projects consists of cooking meals at MANNA to help nourish people at acute nutritional risk due to a life-threatening
illness.  Get well wishes to Janice Goodworth recovering from knee surgery.  Marianne MacLure went to South Dakota
to visit her sister who is providing medical services on an Indian Reservation and Joan and Walt Waite went to Cancun.

Pittsburgh:  They have the saddest most shocking news.  Kathleen Burke-Koch passed away peacefully the latter part
of June.  As best they can without Kathy, they are gearing up for the new year.  Get well wishes to Betty Jean List, who
fell and was required to spend some time in “rehab” but is back home.

Roanoke:  Get well wishes to Jane Chapin, Catherine Butler, Barbara Craft, Eloise Perdue, Bertha Schoolcraft and
Marla Sharp and Ruby Wisemiller, who fell at the June Meeting and broke her pelvic bones and is recovering at the
Raleigh Court Nursing Home.  Welfare project for June was walking in the National Cancer Society “Relay for Life.”
The project was very successful.  A Home Interior Party was held as a ways and means project with the chapter
receiving 30% of sales.

Richmond:  The members are planning a trip to the newly renovated Capitol Building in Richmond.  Get well wishes to
Shirley Lawson who broke her hip and will have a big celebration on July 4, she gets out of rehab!  Get well wishes also
to Frances Goode and Harriet Mattox.

Sacramento:  Celebrated spring with April showers and snow on the hill.  Get well wishes to Jean Cannon and Bessie
Lee and Phyllis Donegan.

Saginaw:  We offer sympathy to Ethel (Babe) Woldt whose husband passed away. The Chapter members are going to
the festival of Rail Fans. It is a 2-day event. The affair includes Operation Lifesaver, other railroad groups will discuss
what each group is all about. New members possibly!!

St. Louis:  Held a memorial service for their 3 past Presidents at the April meeting and will install officers at their June
meeting.

Topeka:  Get well wishes to Sue VonFeldt and Kay Rigdon.  Congratulations to Sharon French who retired from the
BNSF.  They are working on ways and means projects selling pizza, etc.  The chapter sent a donation to the Salvation
Army designated for the Greensburg, KS, tornado victims and the Diabetes Association.

Tucson:  Chapter is active in volunteering at the Green Valley Food Bank, Senior and Community Center, White
Elephant Resale Shop, Habitat for Humanity Santa Cruse chapter.  Please remember them in your prayers as they are
having a hard time taking care of themselves.

Twin Cities:  Chapter had a silent auction fund raiser.  Get well wishes to Joanne Brelje, Ramona O’Connell and
Madeline L’Herault.  Welfare projects include Ronald McDonald House and Union Gospel Mission, etc.  We offer
sympathy to Past National President Jane Sebeczek whose husband, Lou, passed away on July 1.

Twin Ports:  Congratulations on your 31st anniversary. Chapter is collecting items for CASDA, and Duluth Women’s
Coalition. Get well wishes to Aine Merrill who fell and broke the femur in her knee. She is continuing to receive therapy.
Get well wishes to Dorothy Johnson who broke her hip.
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Eleven chapters submitted 34 highly qualified applications for judging and selection of winners for the 2007-2008
NARBW Scholarships.  At the 63rd Annual Convention in Jekyll Island, GA, this year’s winners were announced for
the nine scholarships to be awarded.  At the close of the convention, NARBW scholarships had been awarded to 221
students in the amount of $206,070 in financial aid since the program began in 1978.  The Scholarship Program is an
extremely important asset to our Association.  Every NARBW member should be very proud of our contributions, both
monetarily and academically to our future professional leaders of tomorrow.  Congratulations to this year’s winners and
to their NARBW sponsors.
A special note of thanks to all the applicants, sponsors and Chapters for submitting applications in a timely manner and
with all the required documentation.

2007-2008 NARBW SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Rae Alyson Huebner
$1,870 Nancy Beard Memorial Scholarship
       Rae is an active member of the Philadelphia Chapter,
and has worked full time for Amtrak for over 33 years.
She has recently earned her Associates Degree in
Business, and is currently working towards a Bachelor’s
Degree through on-line classes with a major of
Information Systems and Visual Communications.  She has
a 4.0 GPA at the University of Phoenix.  Rae said she has
very strong beliefs as to the value of women in the
workforce, and believes women need to take an even more
proactive approach towards the
business aspect of running the railroad.
Without a college education, many
women are forced to stay in the
 background, and she is not going to
do that anymore.
    Rae expressed her utmost
appreciation to NARBW for being
awarded a scholarship that honors one of NARBW’s
finest members and is very humbled at being so honored.

Erin Gill
$1,500  Georgia Turpin Memorial Scholarship
      Erin was sponsored by her grandmother, Eloise Perdue,
of the Roanoke Chapter.  As a freshman at Shenandoah
University, located in Winchester, VA, Erin will be majoring
in Pharmacy on a 3 plus 4 year course of study, which will
allow her to graduate in 7 years or in 2014.  She currently
has a 3.924 GPA in her high school.  She works part-time,
has been a competitive dancer for 10 years, has been very
active in school activities and clubs, and
continuously been on the school honor
roll from the 6th grade through her
senior year.
    Erin extended her sincere gratitude
for her honor of receiving this special
scholarship.

Monica Slack
$1,000 Maizie Hester Memorial  Scholarship
    Monica was a Girl Scout since kindergarten, a
hospital Candy-Striper during her four years of high school,
and continues to volunteer for community service when
time allows.  She plans to become a Nurse Practitioner in
Pediatric Oncology.  Monica has a 3.93 GPA at Xavier
University in Cincinnati, and is funding her education
with scholarships and loans. Monica
was sponsored by her grandmother,
Betty Dusing of the Cincinnati
Chapter.  This is Monica’s third
NARBW scholarship.
   Monica said she was very
appreciative of receiving an NARBW
scholarship, and that it truly helped
both she and her family in financing her education.

Nicole Baker
$1,000 Frances Hanebrink Memorial Scholarship
       Nicole has a double major in biology and psychology
with an emphasis in ergonomics at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.  Nicole’s career goal is to work for
a major company or the government to help engineer a
better life for every person.  Nicole lost her mother last
October, and strives to fulfill an unspoken promise made
to her mother that she would graduate from college and
be the first woman in her direct family descent to do so.
With her mother’s passing, Nicole is to-
tally on her own for her school and liv-
ing expenses, plus health, dental and eye
insurance. This is her second NARBW
scholarship.  She was sponsored by her
aunts, Janet Poehling and Betty Willmer,
of the Omaha Chapter.
      Nicole expressed her appreciation
to the NARBW organization.
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- 64th National Convention -
“Rocking in the Cradle of Liberty”

Philadelphia, PA   May 21-25, 2008

Mark your calendars now for the 64th annual convention, to be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Pre-Convention Tour,
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, land and sea tour with grande buffet lunch on ship, double decker bus tour of the historic
sights.  Fun night will be 1950’s Sock Hop.  Wear your poodle skirts and bobby socks.  Free night – Bus or Train to
Atlantic City.  Banquet after dinner entertainment – Eleanor Roosevelt.  Post-Convention Tour – The Big Apple -
New York City, lunch, Broadway show, shopping.  WOW!!!!

It promises to be another wonderful time in an exciting location.   Convention Chairman, Krista Pohl, will be sending
out more information soon.

REMEMBER OUR MEMBERS
- Obituaries -

Janice Harper of the Chicago Chapter passed away March 21, 2007.  She worked for Conrail
and was a past president of the Chicago Chapter.
Elisabeth (Liz) Sellens passed away May 3, 2007 at the age of 92.  She was a long time member
of the former Kansas City Chapter and held many offices.
Margaret Schneider,Charter Member of the Omaha Chapter, passed away on April 7.  She was
past President and stayed active and supported fundraisers.  She will be missed.
Kathleen Burke-Koch of the Pittsburgh Chapter passed away peacefully June 19, 2007.  She
attended most conventions and District I conferences.  She was a faithful member of the NARBW
and will be remembered as the Whistler.
Romelia (Romie) nee Serna Pratt, charter member of the Sacramento Chapter, passed away.
She was retired from both the Railroad and Sacramento Police Department.

Join in the fun of Fall Conferences...
District I Conference    September 21 – 22, 2007
Hosted by the Chicago Chapter @ Marriott Chicago Oak Brook Hotel.  (630) 573-8555.  Room rate is $109 for a
single or double

A beautiful hotel located across the street from Oak Brook Mall.  The mall is loaded with beautiful stores and
restaurants.  It is also centrally located between O’Hare and Midway airports.  The hotel uses American Taxi which
affords a flat fee for patrons going to the Marriott Oak Brook.

There will be a buffet breakfast and a fun evening with a nice dinner and wonderful entertainment.  A tour of the
city of Chicago is in the plans for Saturday afternoon.

Please plan on attending the Conference in Chicago “The Windy City” also known as the Railroad Hub
of America.

District II Conference   October 19-20, 2007
Hosted by the Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter @ Hilton Fort Worth, 815 Main Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102, Telephone
(817) 870-2100 or (800) HILTONS.  Room Rate $119.00 + 15% tax single or double – identify yourself as National
Association of Railway Business Women for the discounted room reservations.

Transportation from DFW airport, suggest Yellow Checker at $20.00 per person or Super Shuttle –
rate $17.00 per person from DFW and $36.00 per person from Love Field in Dallas.

Please plan to attend the District II Conference in Fort Worth.
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LEGISLATION UPDATES

There are several bills working their way through Congress that are important for NARBW members to be aware of and
to contact our Representatives and Senators.  With the security measures in place since 9-11 sending a letter to Washing-
ton can mean a 6+ week delay before it reaches your Congressman’s office.  The best way to reach your elected official
is an e-mail (with the bill in the subject matter line) or by writing his local office in your community. The address to the local
office is in your telephone book.

An easy way to keep abreast of what bills are before congress concerning the railroads is to register at www.gorail.org.
Once registered, you can use the website to send a message to your congressman or senator.

There are 4 bills pending that would re-regulate the railroads.   These proposals have the potential to change the face of
railroading.  It is important that every member be aware of these bills and contact their legislators about these bills.

HR2125  & S953 – Railroad Competition and Service Improvement Act of 2007.
Sponsored by James Oberstar (D-MN) and Richard Baker (R-LA).  The bill would mandate challengeable rates (all
freight rates would be subject to “final offer” binding arbitration).  It would require railroads to enter into reciprocal switch-
ing agreements.   It requires the STB to enforce reasonable rates for rail customers.

HR1650  & S772– Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Acts of 2007
Sponsored by Baldwin (D-WI) and Kohl (D-WI).  This bill would remove the anti-trust exemption railroads have had since
the Staggers Act and make their rates subject to STB jurisdiction.

Talking points – RR’s have a right to set market rates to make a profit that will allow them to maintain and improve their
tracks, rights of way, locomotives and rail fleets as well as attract and retain qualified employees.   Without the ability to set
rates at a reasonable rate of return, the RR infrastructure could suffer from the same lack of maintenance and bankrupt-
cies that characterized the years before the Staggers Act.    In comparison to other modes of transportation, the RR is still
the most economical and least polluting form of transporting freight in America.  Rail traffic is up 85 %, productivity is up
168%, accident rate is down 64% and rates are down an average of 56% during the last 27 years per AAR calculations.

HR 2116 & S1125 – Freight Rail infrastructure Act
Sponsored by Mee (R-VA & Lott R-MS).  This bill would provide credits to encourage construction of additional rail
capacity.   This 25 % credit would be available to railroads and shippers and private citizens.   (Example A new truck – rail
intermodal facility would be eligible.)

Talking points  “the future of our freight transportation systems depends on seamless integration of rail, trucking and
waterways”.

I know there are several bills mentioned here.  It is vitall to the railroad industry to address the re-regulation bills especially
HR2125 which has 44 co-sponsors.   This bill is still in committee.   It will not help the economy and will harm the industry
that supports us.  I have included “talking points” to include when you contact your legislators.

If you would like to see the entire bills, my best reference is the “Thomas guide”.
WWW.thomas.loc.gov  You can enter the bill number and the entire test is available.

Remember the surest way to make sure your legislators hears your concerns is to contact the local office.   Thank you in
advance for helping our industry.

REMEMBERING THE GILDED AGE
63rd Annual Convention – May 17-19, 2007

National President, Barbara Barthle opened the 63rd Annual Convention on a beautiful Friday Morning in
Jekyll Island, a peaceful and relaxing place.  The Hosting Jacksonville Chapter President Mia Rogers
welcomed the delegates, members and guests to the convention.  District Directors Melanie Bennett and
Elaine Mosley presented their chapters Woman of the Year and announced the District Woman of the Year.

The 15 chapter Presidents in attendance were introduced at the Presidents’ Brunch.   1st National Vice
President, Jay Nelsen announced Geraldine Foster of the Indianapolis Charter Chapter as the National
Woman of the Year.  Cynthia Chandler, National Third Vice President announced that 7 chapters increased
their membership by 5% or more.  Donations to the scholarship fund were acknowledged and the Good
Samaritans were announced.

The first business meeting began with the announcement that a quorum of 71 had been established.  When
the meeting reconvened, it was announced that there were 76 delegates registered and eligible to vote
(District I 33, District II 26, National Board 12 and Emeritus Council 5).  There were 21 chapters out of
24 attending.

Significant Actions:
The revision to increase dues to $80.00 and per capita to $20.00 was amended with a “Divide the Ques-
tion.”  The revision to raise the Chapter Dues to $80.00 was approved and the revision to raise the Na-
tional Per Capita was defeated.

The budget for 2007-2008  was approved as presented.

A motion was made to “sell the residence ….provide reasonable accommodation for the remaining resi-
dents….”  The vote required a majority (2/3) to pass.  The rising vote was 68 to 8 in favor of the motion.
The residence is to be sold.

There was a video of Philadelphia “Rocking in the Cradle of Liberty,” where the 2008 Convention will be
held on May 21-25, 2008.

Past National President Doris Stemmer installed the new officers:  2nd Vice President Theresa Harper; 3rd
Vice President Ida Carmouche and National Secretary Cynthia Chandler, also District II Director Ginger
Stanbery and District II Secretary Treasurer Lou Ann McClendon.

A total of $1273 was collected for the National 50/50 fundraiser.
Winners were:
$500.00 – Anna Mae Wright
$136.50 – Pat Gersema

During the final banquet, the winners of the 9 scholarships were announced (look for in this issue).

You have a new Publication Chairman!!  Please send your chapter news to:

Joyce Higgs
2631 Daleton Blvd, N.E.
Roanoke, Va  24012

The quarterly deadlines, as reported in the Yearly Calendar (in this issue) are June 30,
September 30, December 31, and March 31



Dear NARBW Members:

Sincerely,

Barbara Barthle
National President

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RAILWAY BUSINESS WOMEN 

Lynne Sisto 
Publication Chairman 
78 West Street 
Mechanicville,  NY 12118 
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I hope those of you who were able to attend our 63rd National Convention in Jekyll Island, GA had a wonderful time.  And, for those of you attending,
I’m sure you’ll join me in commending Brenda Salzman and the entire Jacksonville Chapter for their gracious hospitality.

The fun began with a pre-convention tour consisting of a Jekyll Island Historic District Trolley Tour, including a southern style buffet at the Jekyll Island
Club Hotel.  I heard several pleasing comments on the “Old Fashion Fair” at fun night, featuring costumes of the “Gilded Age” and various fair game
booths.  It seems like everyone had a good time and the crowd didn’t begin to disburse until after 10:00 p.m.  Congratulations, once again, to the
Jacksonville chapter members for a job well done!

I am truly amazed by the accomplishments of our voting delegates at the convention.  By now the chapter presidents have received my letter dated
June 2, 2007, advising that the Arizona Attorney General’s Office dismissed Janis Bennett’s and John Thomas’ complaint, finding that no violation of
the housing discrimination law occurred.  The Charging Party may apply for reconsideration of dismissal of the charge, and the application must be
made in writing, under oath, stating that it is accurate under penalty of perjury, must specifically state the grounds upon which it is based, and shall
be filed within twenty (20) days from the date of the Charging Party’s receipt of the Division’s decision.  As
soon as I hear anything from our attorney, please be assured I will pass that information on to the chapter
presidents.

On June 21st I plan to go to Green Valley to speak with a couple realtors and negotiate a contract for sale
of the residence.  I have also invited the ladies now living at the residence to lunch on the 22nd so we can
discuss the future plans of selling the residence and keep them informed as to proposed timelines and
discussing their needs.  I want to assure them that every consideration will be given to them, knowing that
the residence is their home.

Under New Business a motion was made by Pat Cohen, backed by the entire Emeritus Council, and
seconded that Article IV, Section 2, second paragraph be amended to read:  “To be eligible for the office
of President or a Vice President, a candidate shall have served as a Chapter President; and shall have
been on the National Board for at least one year.  All national officers and standing committee chairmen
shall have been members of a chapter at least one (1) year.  Only active members of the chapter shall
be eligible for nomination.”  (Striking the words – shall represent the railroad industry only.)  As you know,
a revision presented without prior notice requires a unanimous vote.  After much discussion, the vote was
taken and passed.   It appears we have several capable members who are willing to serve and you will be receiving the new revision information
after the National Board meets in July.

The National Board is preparing for the Summer Board meeting which will be held in Reno, NV on July 20-21, 2007.  Even though we have a full
agenda, we are looking forward to the members from our Sacramento Chapter joining us for lunch on Saturday.  This will give the National Board
an opportunity to meet with members who were not in a position to attend our national convention and will afford us the opportunity to discuss issue
that are important to everyone.

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your president and am excited about the diversity on the National Board with representation from nine (9) of our
chapters.  Together, we can find solutions to benefit our beloved organization.  I wish you all a very successful year and I thank you for your support!

Joyce Higgs
National Publication Chairman
2631 Daleton Blvd., N.E.
Roanoke, VA  24012

Listed below are the bylaw items that were amended and adopted at the 2007 National Convention in
Jekyll Island, Georgia.

ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP AND DUES – Page 9

   SECTION 5. (a) Annual dues for each chapter shall be eighty dollars ($80.00) payable on or before Septem-
ber 10 and ten dollars ($10.00) per capita, payable on or before September 10, December 10, and March 10.

ARTICLE IV.  NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS – Page 11

   To be eligible for the office of president, or a vice president, a candidate shall have served as a Chapter
President; and shall have been on the National Board for at least one year.  All national officers and standing
committee chairmen shall have been members of a chapter at least one (1) year.  Only active members of the
chapter shall be eligible for nomination.

ARTICLE VII.  STANDING COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES – Page 16

   No Chapter President shall be appointed as chairman of a national standing committee.

The By-law replacement pages should be distributed to the Members.

Submitted by: Theresa Harper
National Revisions Chairman (Past)




