THE CAPSULE
Dear NARBW Members:
What a year it has been! I hope during this last year you have stayed
well, both emotionally and physically, as it has been a year of
struggles, pain, and suffering. My goal is that we take these setbacks
and turn them around into a positive, focus on what we can do to help
ourselves and others, be an inspiration to others and emerge from
this difficult time stronger than ever.
We are still going through this pandemic, but we are starting to see
the light at the end of the tunnel. Vaccines are available, stores and
restaurants are opening back up, Amtrak and airlines have received
funding to return employees back to work and revive routes that had
been closed for the last year. This year has also brought some
frightful weather and many of our NARBW sisters have dealt with
natural disasters as well as Covid-19.
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Remember, we are a strong group of ladies, we have made it through
this year, we can make it through anything!!
Last year, the March Capsule explained that we would not hold the
76th National Convention in May 2020. I am excited that we will have
convention this year and it is just around the corner. I look forward to
seeing old friends and making new ones in Jacksonville, Florida.
I visited the DoubleTree in Jacksonville in February with a few
Jacksonville convention committee ladies. The hotel is lovely and sits
along the St. Johns River. We will follow the CDC and local
guidelines and hope that our NARBW sisters feel safe in attending.
The National Board held our Winter Board Meeting via zoom: it was a
long but productive day.
February we held our National Social Quarterly event, our annual
Founder’s Day celebration. I cannot wait to see the pictures from our
chapters and find out who this year’s winner is.
Continued on page 2
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THE CAPSULE
Chapter Presidents received the proposed General Budget along with the resumes of our candidates to fill the three board vacancies of National Second Vice President, National Third Vice
President, and National Secretary. Nominating Chairman Cynthia Chandler worked diligently and
has a full slate of officers. I am so pleased with the candidates who have stepped forward to
serve.
I urge our chapters to review this information as a group to enable your delegates to vote in an
informed manner on the business that will arise at our 77th Convention in Jacksonville, Florida
May 21-22, 2021.
I hope you have been checking out our website and social media pages. We share information
and are excited to add presentations as we receive them. If you have not done so, please check
them out: go to NARBW.org and sign up for the Members Log-in (top right).
We hope to increase our communication and make this a great way to stay in contact with our
members. Please help us by keeping your email and mailing addresses current in the roster.
I close this message by reminding you that your National Board is here to serve you. We hope to
hold our Summer Board Meeting in person during the month of July and would love to incorporate
a chapter visit as part of that trip. Whether it is help with a recruiting event or an issue a chapter
is facing, any time of the year, if you need us, we can be there in person or virtually. Please feel
free to email me if you would be interested in having the National Board visit you or if there is
anything I or the National Board can help you with.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve this great organization as your National
President.
Sincerely,

Melanie McKim
National President
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Congratulations to the following Chapters on their milestone anniversaries in 2020

Central Florida Chapter #83
5-year anniversary (July 10, 2015 - July 10, 2020)
Kansas City Chapter #81
10-year anniversary (June 21, 2010 - June 21, 2020)
Indianapolis Circle City Chapter #74
40-year anniversary ( April 25, 1980 - April 25, 2020)
Chicago Chapter #2
95-year anniversary (November 13, 1925 - November 13, 2020)

Page 4

Albany Chapter had their first chapter meeting
in February since the Pandemic began in 2020.
The ladies discussed electing new officers and
are happy to welcome a new member Golda
Reed to the Chapter!

Our ladies are healthy and staying safe.
We have one member looking forward to
attending convention in Jacksonville in May.

Thoughts and prayers are with Barbara Smith
who is recuperating from recent knee surgery.
We wish Jacksonville all the best for their
upcoming convention!
We are all looking forward to a healthier and
safer lifestyle!

Chapter 83 Central Florida enjoyed participating in a Zoom project for the I Love NARBW National
quarterly social. The fund raiser-craft project raised $160 for the National I Love NARBW fund!

First picture: Madonna Neal Chapter treasurer, Melanie McKim our chapter membership chair and
National president and Kat Bennett (Melanie’s daughter-in-law)
Second picture: our chapter president Nancy Booz-Allen
Third picture: Sherrie Cook our scholarship chair
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The Chicago Chapter rolled into 2021 with an agenda…GROWTH! Thus far, we have had a GREAT
start. We have welcomed twelve new members to NARBW. Welcome Ladies!
The Pandemic crossed over into 2021 too, but it didn’t hinder the NARBW Ladies of Chicago.
January:
The ladies did their part in welcoming Kamala Harris our first female Vice President of the United
States by wearing their Chucks & Pearls.

We hosted a Make-Up event…New Year, New You.
Self-taught Make-Up Artist Blue Michael taught a Master class demonstrating day .
and nighttime looks. We were like little girls playing in Mommy’s make-up.
It was so much fun, and we closed out the event looking beautiful!
February:
After completing a five-week prep class, Jasmine Manley and Tracey Robinson successfully passed
the exam to become members of the National Association of Parliamentarians. Congratulations
Jasmine and Tracey!
The Ladies volunteered at the Greater Chicago Food Depository and participated in a repacking session. Along with other volunteers, they packed 173 boxes of apples, helping the Depository pack a
total of 6228lbs for 5790 meals. We all left with a sense of fulfillment.
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March:
Chicago hosted a Lucky Bingo Fundraiser. We played Bingo, Scavenger Hunt, and Name that Tune.
There was a drink demonstration done by the Chapter’s Mixologist. It was a night of laughter and for
some “Luck” as several persons won great prizes.

Chicago’s Commuter Rail Metra hosted a Safe Return to Work Summit to encourage ridership and
NARBW’s very own Jackie Watkins opened the Summit with the Safety Briefing.
NARBW Women doing GREAT things!

The Ladies celebrated National Women’s History Month by sharing with each other on our GroupMe
page women that inspire them. A very informative and educational interchange.
Finally, the Chicago Chapter would like you to join us in congratulating NARBW – Chicago’s Deborah
Carter McCoy on her promotion to Director – Strategic Communications.
Congratulations Deborah!!!
As some of us prepare to journey to Jacksonville for the NARBW 2021 Convention, and others join us
in spirit, the Chicago Chapter’s wish is for all to be well…stay safe!!!
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Houston Chapter Raffled off a Charcuterie Board via
an online raffle. We would like to thank all of our
NARBW sisters who purchased raffle tickets. The
money raised for our chapter benefited the general
fund.

Kristi Schultz, who is a
Train Dispatcher in
Spring, Texas was the
winner of the
Charcuterie Board!

Bridget Hammons was “railroading” before
railroading was cool! This picture was taken
inside the depot in Valentine, Texas. Her Dad
(Mike O'Leary - CMO) was a train order operator in
Valentine before he came to work as a Dispatcher
in Houston for the Southern Pacific Railroad in
the late 70's. Bridget has an older brother,
Michael who is a locomotive engineer for BNSF
and another brother, Sean who is a Train
Dispatcher for Union Pacific.

Thank you Peggy Cuellar for going above and
beyond taking care of the scholarship applicants
under trying conditions! The Houston Chapter
had two applicants submit completed packets to
be sent to National for consideration for this
year’s scholarship award program: Mackenzie
Patrick and Sarah Martin – best of luck to both
applicants.

Meet Kimberly Gatlin!
Kimberly works for Union
Pacific Railroad as a Train
Dispatcher in the Houston
Terminal. She celebrated
her birthday in
December and is looking forward
to an amazing 2021 with
NARBW Houston Chapter!
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The February 2021 meeting of NARBW
Houston Chapter was held on Saturday,
February 27, 2021 at the Olive Garden in
Humble, Texas.
Pictured (back row left to right), Brenda Bob,
Angie Whitlock, Bridget Hammons, Ginger
Stanbery, Jeri Rose, Pamela Gleason, (front
row left to right) Tamela Kubicek, Dixie
Estep, Debbie Converse and Cookie Grant.

We had our first board meeting in a year.
We are hoping that as more people are
vaccinated and Covid levels drop that we will
be able to get back to a more normal meeting
schedule again.
Our 2021 Woman of the Year is Margaret
Anne Elston and we are so proud to have her
represent our chapter.
We have one member who will attend the
convention in Jacksonville. We would like to
wish everyone going safe travels and that the
convention is both successful and fun.

Debbie Converse hosted the meeting and gifted
everyone with these beautiful gift bags to celebrate "I Love NARBW!"

Our ladies are staying safe and are
doing well.
We have one member attending Convention
in Jacksonville in May.
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JACKSONVILLE CHAPTER
We conducted virtual meetings this quarter using
Microsoft Teams. We have embraced this new
mode of meeting and are utilizing Facebook more
this year as a communication platform. Our members are thankful for the time that we have been
able to spend with our families. We look forward to
the day when we can meet again in person while
following social distancing guidelines.
Our Ways and Means committee wrapped up nut
sales in January. We could not sell in person in
the office building due to COVID, so we got
creative with sales and local delivery to build up
our local scholarship fund.
Our new Welfare chair KrishnaPriya Nippani is the
Team Captain for CSX for the JDRF virtual walk
Sunday, May 23, 2021 and has asked for participants. Krishna scheduled our chapter at a
Feeding Northeast Florida packing party May 1st.
We are also helping the community with a ‘DIY
food drive’. As we are the 21st NARBW Chapter,
we are asking our members to donate 21 items to
their local food bank.

We selected our Convention delegates
Debbie Charpiat, President
Mary Warner, Woman of the Year
Lori Ledoux
Barbara Miller
Alternates: Joann Clark, KrishnaPriya Nippani

Our Scholarship Chair Angela Estes announced
the winners of the Jacksonville Scholarships:
Teresa Gutteridge and Mary LaBelle
All seven of our applicants were submitted for
the National Scholarship consideration.

In February we hosted a Founder’s Day Zoom
meeting where we drew the winner of our 2-day
hotel stay raffle. Thanks to everyone who purchased tickets and Congratulations to winner
Amy Sheetz.
To celebrate Founders Day Nancy Von Dolteren
conducted a fun trivia game about the first 100
years of NARBW and we posed for a group photo.
In March we elected our new slate of officers
Debbie Charpiat, President
Laura Gutteridge Anos, Vice President
Kathleen Gallavan, Treasurer
Sandra Merwin, Secretary
We had 3 wonderful candidates presented for the
Woman of the Year (Debbie Charpiat, Lori Ledoux
and Mary Warner). Congratulations Mary Warner
on being selected as our chapter WOY,

As this quarter comes to a close, our members
are really looking forward to hosting a fantastic
Convention this year. We cannot wait to see
our NARBW sisters May 20—May 22 at the
DoubleTree Hotel Jacksonville Riverfront as we
Follow the River to Sun, Sand and Sisters
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Our chapter just wrapped up our
virtual meeting last week and we
chose our WOY Chrystal Tonkin
Corum. She was thrilled to accept
this nomination.

In other news, Savanna Hubbard recently returned
from vacationing in New Orleans. Here's what she
had to share with us about her trip:
“New Orleans was quiet, especially on Mardi
Gras. There was a strong police presence on Bourbon Street that day, but no issues as far as I know;
the people of the city made do with house
decorations. There were flags and skeletons hanging off balconies all over the French Quarter.
Outside of that holiday, there was a fair amount of
tourists and activity. Jackson Square was bustling-Café du Monde had a line when we went. We also
enjoyed Cajun seafood and an awesome Hurricane
at an oyster bar on Bourbon called Desire. Some
things we tried to do, like touring the plantation
houses outside the city, were closed, but the museums were open--and I'll give a special mention to
the huge and fantastic World War II Museum. Overall, I wouldn't say it was a classic New Orleans vacation, but it was certainly a fun time!”

We are enjoying our latest and most recent new
member, Felicia Mosenfelder, Trainmaster with
BNSF Railway.
Here is Felicia’s biography.
“ I started my career through the Management
Trainee program in January of 2018. I then graduated from the program and became a Trainmaster in
Springfield, MO. I then received a new position as
Division Trainmaster in La Junta, CO and spent time
there from September 2019-September 2020. I
have been a Trainmaster at Argentine Yard in
Kansas City, KS since September of 2020.
I grew up in North Aurora, IL 45 min west of Chicago
with my parents and younger brother. Played soccer
and rode horses growing up. My husband, Rob and
I met through horses about 9 years ago and have
been married for almost 4 years. We have 1 daughter, Isabella, who is 11 months old. She is the light
of our life and we love doing everything with
her! We also have 3 horses, 1 mini pony, 3 dogs,
and a couple barn cats. All of our animals are rescues and we enjoy providing homes and a new
purpose for animals that were once neglected and
not given a chance. We live on 13 acres just outside of KC. We love spending time outside, trail
riding, traveling, and visiting the KC zoo.
Upcoming news for us is our daughter Isabella is
turning 1 on May 4th! “
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The Omaha Chapter is still zooming along!
We meet monthly, relishing the chance to
catch up on each other’s lives, getting some
business done and making plans for our future. Marge Carson is our 2021 Woman of
the Year and we will celebrate her at a Zoom
meeting. Marge has an amazing history
with the Omaha Chapter, as numerous committee chairman to Chapter President 1989
– 1990. Most importantly, Marge has been
our most enthusiastic cheerleader and we
are proud to honor her!

We have a group of ladies planning on
attending convention in Jacksonville and while
travel is still a little daunting, the thought of
convention is uplifting.
We are preparing some fundraisers (including
a raffle of a NARBW briefcase filled with all
things NARBW). Be sure to check out our new
Facebook page for more information.

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER

We elected officers for 2021 – 2023 term.
President: Kathy DuVall
Vice –President: Diane Ballinger
Secretary: Anne Menichetti
Treasurer: Julie Nelson.
Many of our committee chairmen are rotating to new chairmanships to give us a wellrounded Board of Directors.

Betty Halligan reports that the ladies are doing well. Audrey Santel is recovering nicely
from her recent hip replacement.
Best news of all is that our Pittsburgh
ladies will meet in person for the first time in
a year on April 13, 2021.

Riley Donahue, one of our newest
members, is helping us construct a new
Omaha NARBW Facebook page, so stay
turned and look for our announcement. We
are beginning a new welfare project, writing
cards to the residents of assisted living centers. We are trying to offer words of cheer
and friendship, while we wait for all to have
their Vaccines and return to normal. We are
also helping another group with gathering
supplies to distribute to the mentally handicapped in the area.
It is with sadness we report Diane Ballinger’s
husband Butch passed away suddenly in
February. While we try to offer her comfort
at this time, we learned that Debbie Rogers
received her bone marrow transplant on
March 2 and is recovering her strength and
making plans for her road to recovery.
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PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER
11 members of Philadelphia met via conference
call for our January meeting. We welcomed a new
member, Ellyn Kravette, who currently works for
Amtrak as a Senior Employee Assistance Program
officer. Ellyn generously offered her assistance to
members who may be struggling with these days
of Covid or other trying happenstances. Ellyn also
offered to set up and host our future conference
call meetings via Zoom. We are grateful!
The chapter has made some exciting plans to honor our Founders Day and NARBW’s theme for this
year, “2021 - The Year to Ignite a New Era for
NARBW”. We look forward to sharing our celebratory contributions during our 2021 National Convention. Stay tuned!
In February, 10 of us Zoomed!. It was lovely to see
the smiling faces of our members. Not all members are able to use a device that will Zoom; however, they easily joined the meeting by phone. The
winter weather in our area graced us with a huge
amount of snow this year; for some members it
was well over a foot and as a result many of us
were snowed in so having a Zoom was great!
We are looking forward to having a meet and greet
at Philadelphia’s 30th Street Station and at the Wilmington Amtrak Station when it is safe to do so.
We also took great care to choose our Woman of
the Year, and handle all of the upcoming reports
and donation deadlines for NARBW, required before the convention.

We are a caring and generous group of women, all
of whom are always willing to prove that Philadelphia is truly a city of brotherly and sisterly love!
We are so very happy to begin making plans that
we hope to accomplish in the coming months. We
wish all of our NARBW sisters, near and far, a
beautiful and healthy Spring and Summer season.

We know so many of our sisters endured a wicked
weather season on top of an incredibly trying year;
our hearts are with you all!
We hope to see you in May at the Jacksonville
Convention. Fingers are crossed and prayers are
lifted up that our collective communities will soon
be able to beat this pandemic and resume a
healthy life of happy moments shared closely with
family and friends.
Rae Huebner shared her news of a bucket list item
being checked off as of December 8, 2020 when
she and her best friend purchased a travel trailer
and a truck to pull it. They, and various friends and
family, are hoping to “hit the road” in late Spring.

In March 10 of us again Zoomed, but we happily
made arrangements to meet at Kay’s home in person in April! Kay’s home has a deck and a lovely
landscape, it will be nice to enjoy the spring flowers! Most of us will be vaccinated by then and are
looking forward to being together. We were able to
collect orders for our annual Bergins Easter candy
sale. We also made plans for our in-person meeting in April to collect Mother’s Day personal item
donations to make up gift bags for the Salvation
Army’s shelter for abused women and children,
The Eliza Shirley House, in downtown Philadelphia.
Several members volunteered to pick up donations from members who are not able to attend in
person.
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The Southern California Chapter had a great first
year in NARBW. They celebrated their one year
anniversary with a New Members Brunch on ZOOM
March 27th and invited ladies from all chapters to
participate.
There were games and giveaways and a fun video
recap of the chapter’s first year. It was a great way
to meet the ladies from the West Coast.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

We look forward to growing our membership and
Lots of fun events and fundraisers in 2021.
Shamonda Jones was selected as our Woman of
the Year. Congratulations Shamonda !
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RAILWAY BUSINESS WOMEN
Please email Chapter Newsletter or Info to:
Publication@NARBW.org or mail to:
Nancy Von Dolteren
National Publications Chairman
4022 Clearwater Oaks Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32223
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